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and other influences, when Lee finally surrendered CHAP.XXVI
at Appomattox there were only 28,356 officers and
men left to be paroled, and many of these were
without arms. It was probably this latter fact
which gave rise to the statement sometimes made,
North and South, that Lee surrendered a smaller
number of men than what the official figures show.
As a matter of official record, and in addition to Lee's losses
the number paroled as given above, we captured be-
tween March 29th and the date of surrender 19,132
Confederates, to say nothing of Lee's other losses,
killed, wounded, and missing, during the series of
desperate conflicts which marked his headlong and
determined flight. The same record shows the
number of cannon, including those at Appomat-
tox, to have been 689 between the dates named.

There has always been a great conflict of opinion
as to the number of troops engaged in every bat-
tle, or all important battles, fought between the sec-
tions, the South magnifying the number of Union
troops engaged and belittling their own. Northern
writers have fallen, in many instances, into the
same error. I have often heard gentlemen who
were thoroughly loyal to the Union speak of what
a splendid fight the South had made and success-
fully continued for four years before yielding, with
their twelve million of people against our twenty,
and of the twelve four being colored slaves, non-
combatants. I will add to their alignment. "We
had many regiments of brave and loyal men who
volunteered under great difficulty from the twelve
million belonging to the South.

But the South had rebelled against the National
government. It was not bound by any constitu-rms, and handed it to General
